Death Valley and Belle
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Copper silently giggled, “he he he” as the terrier began
licking her sore rump where the spiny cactus had poked
her.

“See what happens when you pester Copper!” Mr.
Wilson laughed scolding Belle. He’d been watching the
playful attack and the sudden drop to the cactus. Belle
frowned and walked away to a shady spot to sulk and
continue licking her sore behind.

“Copper never wants to have fun.” Belle whispered to her
self. “All she ever wants to do is sleep and eat. She doesn’t
even laugh!” The little dog thought aloud, and the more she
thought about it, the more it bothered her.

Copper was a sad faced Bassett hound and it was true, she
didn’t smile very much, and laughing? Well Belle just
couldn’t remember a time she saw Copper laugh at all!
“She has a great home, a great family, lots to eat and drink
and we’re always going on fun trips, but yet, she hardly
ever laughs. Hmmm?”

Belle began to think and started to get an idea, and when
a terrier gets an idea, nothing, and I mean nothing, can
break their concentration.

Mr. Wilson called it tenacious, Mrs. Wilson called it
stubborn. Copper just thought she was a pest, and Belle,
well, she knew she was just being a Terrier. She couldn’t
help her self and she was determined to make Copper
laugh, somehow.

The Wilsons and their pooches were on their way to a
campground called Furnace Creek in Death Valley
National Park, when they stopped to sit amongst the
wildflowers and have a picnic lunch. The desert
wildflowers only bloom once every few years, but this year
there had been a lot of rain and the flowers had all gone
crazy! Everywhere there were carpets of yellow and blue
and red and orange flowers. With the flowers came tourists
from all over the world. There were people of every color
just like the flowers and the Wilsons were lucky to have
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planned this vacation just in time for the bloom of flowers
and people from far away.

Everywhere you looked there were people taking pictures!
The Wilsons laughed as they drove the road deeper into the
park seeing all the tourists bent over taking picture after
picture of the wildflowers.

“Flowers and Butts!” Mr. Wilson laughed as they drove
along watching tourist after tourist bending over to get the
perfect shot. “All I see is flowers and butts!” Mrs. Wilson
laughed along with her husband at the comical sight. The
puppies laughed too. Everyone except Copper who enjoyed
snoozing the trip away with Belle and Ozzy in the back of
the Wilsons car

Ozzy, the Wilson’s Cairn terrier, was snoozing in Mrs.
Wilsons lap as they finished up lunch. He had heard Belle
trying to get Copper to play but had long ago given up on
trying to make Copper laugh. He knew Copper only
laughed when she found something really, really funny and
whatever that was didn’t happen very often.

“Well we better get going!” Mr. Wilson said standing up
and stretching. Ozzy stretched and jumped off of Mrs.
Wilson’s lap. They packed up the picnic and loaded the
three dogs back into the car. Coppers legs were so short
that Mr. Wilson had built her a ramp to get in and out of the
car. Copper always loaded first, followed by the two
terriers. Copper immediately curled up in her pillow in the
back and continued her nap. The two terriers, always
anxious to see where they were going, stood up on their
hind legs at the back seat watching the road.

As they drove, Belle wondered what she could do to make
Copper laugh. She turned around, looked down watching
Copper who was now sound asleep.

“What can I do to make Copper happy?” Belle whispered
to Ozzy.

Ozzy was watching the road, looking over Mr. Wilson’s
shoulder. “What makes you think Copper isn’t happy?” he
answered Belle’s question with a question.
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“Well, she never laughs, or at least, hardly ever.” Belle
answered looking down at Copper. Ozzy’s eyes rolled back
as he slowly shook his head from side to side. “That
doesn’t mean anything,” Ozzy spoke softly looking at
Belle, “Copper has never been a laughing kind of dog.
She’s a hound, not a terrier, and hounds don’t laugh much.”

The car took a bad bump and both terriers decided they’d
better sit down to finish their talk.

“But She NEVER laughs!” Belle said, “How come she
NEVER laughs?”

“She does laugh.” Ozzy answered stretching his neck
higher to see out the window, “But with Copper it just has
to be something she really thinks is funny.”

“Like what?” Belle persisted.

“Oh I don’t know? “ Ozzy was getting aggravated with
Belles questions, “I’ll tell you what though, when she does
find something funny, and she does laugh, it will make you
laugh just watching her! Now, quit bothering me!” Ozzy
jumped back up watching the road again.

Belle laid down watching Copper snooze, thinking about
what Ozzy had said. “When she does find something funny,
it will make you laugh just watching her.” Belle said
quietly to herself.

The car continued down the long road towards Furnace
Creek. Soon all three dogs had fallen asleep in the back and
it was getting dark outside.

The pups awoke as Mr. Wilson pulled up to the Ranger
station. He had made reservations and the Rangers had left
him a note where to park in the campground. Mr. Wilson
drove slowly looking for their assigned spot. When they
found their site they pulled in and Mr. and Mrs. Wilson set
up the trailer before they let the puppies out. One by one
the pooches were put on leashes and together they all took
a walk to stretch their legs and go potty. When they got
back to the trailer everyone climbed in and Copper
immediately found her bed and laid down for a nap. Ozzy
and Belle watched as Mrs. Wilson fixed dinner and from

5

the smell it promised to be something good. The puppies
got a big bowl of dog food and a big bowl of cool water.
After they had eaten Mrs. Wilson gave each of the pups a
little treat from the table and even Copper got up to get her
fair share. Copper wagged her big tail as she gobbled down
the treat.

“See!” Ozzy whispered to Belle as he licked off his lips,
“Copper’s happy now!”

“But Copper ALWAYS wags her tail for food,” Belle
corrected, “but she isn’t smiling or laughing, is she?”” Belle
insisted.

“You’re impossible!” Ozzy shook his head and jumped up
on the dinette seat next to Mrs. Wilson.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson had a cup of coffee while Mr.
Wilson looked through some park pamphlets and Mrs.
Wilson read the newspaper.

Belle and Ozzy laid between them on the dinette. Belle
intently watched Copper, still wondering what she might do
to make the big dog laugh. Soon the Wilsons got ready for
bed and they all climbed up into the trailers big bed.
Copper had her own bed on the floor though and was
already asleep. One by one they all fell asleep. Belle, still
thinking, was the last to go.

The sun peeked in the window and Belle stretched,
yawned and woke first. For a moment she just sat looking
out the window. They had arrived at night so she hadn’t
seen the campground yet and was curious just what was out
there. The campground was very big with lots of spaces for
campers, tents and trailers like theirs. The spots were
separated by low trees and bushes and there were lots of
places to sniff around on their walks. There were people
walking around with their dogs and kids and lots of birds
singing in the little trees. She was anxious to get out and
sniff around this park called Death Valley because
everywhere she looked; all she could see was life!
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Wilsons had a bit of lunch and a cool drink, the pups
snoozed.

An hour passed and the Wilsons locked up the trailer. The
pups were all loaded into the back of the car and soon they
were off again.

After a short drive they pulled off the main highway and
onto a rough bumpy road. They bounced and bumped along
but Copper as usual, snoozed through it all. Finally the car
stopped and the Wilsons got out. They had brought along a
couple of big pieces of cardboard and the puppies had
wondered what they were for. The door was opened, the
ramp was put down and each of the dogs was put on their
leashes.

The land around them was all huge piles of sand! The
dunes were as high as the sky and Belle had to strain her
neck to see the top of them. “WOW!” She said. Ozzy
immediately began digging in the soft sand. Sand flew
everywhere! “Wheeeeee!” He squealed. Belle couldn’t
resist and jumped into the digging as well! The two terriers
were in heaven, or at least they thought they were! Sand
flew everywhere and the Wilsons had to turn away to keep
from being blasted! Copper turned her back on the silly
terriers and found a nice low spot in the warm sand to lie
down in. The terriers were digging furiously and going
absolutely nowhere! As soon as the sand was thrown from
the hole, more sand would fall in to replace it, but the fun
was in the digging and they both barked and dug furiously!
Copper preferred a good nap and snoozed.

Mr. Wilson grabbed a big piece of cardboard from inside
the car. “C’mon Belly girl!” he shouted and picking up her
leash, he began climbing the tallest dune. Belle didn’t know
why they were climbing but his enthusiasm got her excited
and she ran up the side of the dune, pulling Mr. Wilson
who huffed and puffed his way high up the soft sand. Belle
was so small and light she was able to scamper around on
top of the sand while Mr. Wilson sank in with every step.
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When he finally reached the top, he stopped to catch his
breath.

“So what are you waiting for?” Mrs. Wilson shouted,
laughing at her husbands panting and wheezing.

Mr. Wilson waved a hand at her “I don’t, (pant! pant!)
see you up here!” he teased.

“Well” Mrs. Wilson joked back “someone has to be able
to drive you to the hospital!” They both laughed.

Belle was impatient and began to bark. “All right all
right!” Mr. Wilson answered her.

He put the big piece of cardboard down on the warm sand
and sat down on it. Belle was confused. “What is he
doing?” She thought to herself. Just then Mr. Wilson
snatched up the little dog and put her in his lap. Belle didn’t
like the looks of what was about to happen but before she
could jump off, Mr. Wilson gave a mighty shove and down
the dune the cardboard sled flew! “Wheee!” Mr. Wilson
laughed. “Isn’t this fun Belly girl?”

Belles eyes grew huge! “NOOO00000000000000000!”
She howled.

Mrs. Wilson and the other dogs watched as the pair slid
down the dune picking up speed all the way. Ozzy’s tail
wagged and even Copper gave a “Woof!” watching the
cardboard sand sleigh plummet down the hill! Mrs. Wilson
snapped a picture and Ozzy barked!

About half way down, Belle had had enough and shot off
the lap and into the sand! Mr. Wilson grabbed for the little
dog but missed, but in doing so lost his balance and began
rolling down the dune! Belle too was tumbling down like a
bouncing white rubber ball! Side by side the two bounced
helplessly down to the bottom of the dune finally coming to
rest in a heap at the bottom. Mr. Wilson sat up dizzy and
disoriented. His mouth, hair and ears were all full of sand
and when he finally realized he wasn’t injured he
frantically began looking for the little dog. She was gone!
During their tumble Mrs. Wilson hadn’t seen where Belle
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had landed and they were all afraid Belle had been buried
in the sand!

Ozzy was still laughing and barking but could sense the
Wilson’s panic. He jumped and pulled the leash away from
Mrs. Wilson, sniffed for a few seconds and began
frantically digging at the bottom of the dune! As soon as he
began digging a fuzzy white terriers head popped out
sputtering and spitting sand. Ozzy barked and stepped back
to give Belle room to get out. Belle crawled out of the hole
and shook herself off. She was covered in sand and when
she shook, a dust cloud formed around her. Everyone
sighed in relief and began laughing at the dirty little dog.
Mr. Wilson picked up the little dog and apologized.

Sometimes people think that what they find is fun, is also
fun for animals, but that isn’t always true. This was one of
those times and Mr. Wilson promised Belle it wouldn’t
happen again. Belle licked Mr. Wilson’s nose. “That’s okay
dad, I’'m alright.” Belle smiled.

On the trip back to camp Belle thought about what she
and Mr. Wilson had just done. She played back in her mind
what she had heard when she popped out of the sand. There
was Mrs. Wilson’s sigh of relief. There was Mr. Wilson’s
laugh. There was Ozzy’s bark and something else! A
hooting sound! A hooting sound of quiet laughter! She
thought hard and tried to zero in on the sound in her
memory. “Hoot, hoot, hoo, wooo!” the laugh was very
quiet but she was sure she had heard it! “But who?” Belle
said softly to her self as she turned to Copper already
asleep in the car. “I wonder?” Belle questioned.

Back at camp, Mrs. Wilson insisted that everyone would
need a bath before coming back into the trailer. She got out
a washtub they always carried just for this purpose and
filled it with warm soapy water. It was sunny and dry at
Death Valley and the pooches would dry quickly after their
baths. First Ozzy was scrubbed down and the sand washed
off with a big plastic cup pouring over him again and again.
Ozzy didn’t like baths very much but it really felt good
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afterwards. Mr. Wilson had laid down a big blanket on the
ground and put the playpen on top of it. That would give
the pups something to shake, rub and dry off on without
getting dirty all over again. Ozzy’s tub water was so dirty
Mrs. Wilson had to change it and start all over again.
Copper was next and even though she hadn’t dug in the
sand she had still been without a bath for awhile and
needed one anyway.

Again the water was changed and then it was Belles turn.
Ozzy and Copper rubbed and scratched themselves dry in
the sun on the fluffy blanket.

As soon as Mrs. Wilson put the Westy into the water it
turned as brown as the dunes, Belle was so covered in sand
that it was soon apparent to Mrs. Wilson that a normal bath
just wasn’t going to work. The sand that had covered the
terrier was now wet and had instantly turned to mud. Mr.
Wilson looked around the campground and spotted what he
was looking for. He carried Belle over to a faucet and held
the puppy beneath it. “Sorry little girl.” He said as he
turned on the water.
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slow and they stopped often just to enjoy the scenery.
When they reached the dock Mr. Wilson noticed another
plaque and walked up the dock to read it. Belle and Copper
walked along and as he read it, they sat and just enjoyed the
view. Mrs. Larson was looking at a plaque further down the
dock and had Ozzy with her.

Mr. Wilson hadn’t noticed the big dog had laid down at
the edge of the dock between him and where Mrs. Wilson
was standing. Belle was standing at the edge of the dock on
the other side of Copper looking down into the waters of
the shallow lake. Mrs. Wilson read something interesting
and called her husband over to read it with her. Mr. Wilson
turned and without looking down took a step. The big dog
yelped as Mr. Wilson tripped over her. He dropped
Coppers leash but had a good grip on Belles!

“AAaauuhhgg!” Mr. Wilson cried out as he flipped head
first over the Bassett! Belles eyes popped open as the leash
became taught and without warning launched her
backwards over the edge of the dock! Both of them landed
in the shallow water with a huge and somewhat smaller
“SPLASH! Splash!”

Mrs. Wilson threw her hands to her face and ran to help
her husband! In the confusion, Copper ran towards Mrs.
Wilson and as she did, caught Mrs. Wilson’s foot! Mrs.
Wilson tripped over the big dog!

“EEEeeeek!” Mrs. Wilson screamed as she found herself
falling into the lake with her husband!

When Ozzy saw what was happening he tried to run the
other way, but Mrs. Wilson grip on the leash was tight and
suddenly Ozzy felt himself being pulled up by his harness
into the sky and down towards the salty lake. “Yelp!” he
squeeked, just before the two of them hit the water.”Splash,
splash!”

The water was warm and only a couple of feet deep so
they were able to scramble up to their feet almost
immediately! They pulled out the wet salty terriers making
sure they were all right. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson stood up in
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the knee deep water holding the little wet dogs in there
arms. Everyone was dripping wet and the scene had
attracted quite a crowd. The Wilsons, both soaked and
standing with their soggy terriers couldn’t help but begin to
laugh!

Then Belle heard a familiar sound, but unlike before, it
was not quiet!

“HOOOOOOOO0T! HOOOOOOOOOOO0OO0T! HOO!
HOOOOO!!” Copper laughed, “HOWloooo HOOHOO!
WHO WHO WHO WHOOOO0O0O00000000!!”
Everyone on the dock began to laugh at the sight of the
soggy Wilsons in the lake with their two soggy terriers!
While on the dock perfectly dry, the fat Bassett hound
laughed and howled her loudest!
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